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THE 


KINGDOM OF GOD DELINEATED. 


“Thy Kingdom Come.”—Marrv. 6, 10. 


More than two thousand years ago, the prophet Daniel, 
whilst a captive in Babylon, by the wisdom of God imparted 
to him, recited and expounded a prophetic dream to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, which had baffled the skill of all the wise men 
of his empire. In this dream he saw a great image in 
the form of a man—composed of different materials, of in- 
trinsic value and power, which represented the four great 
monarchies, that under different degrees of expansion and 
various modifications, have exerted their powers against 
the truth, and have been oppressors of the earth to the 
present day. But, during the reign of these kingdoms, 
he foretold that the God of Heaven should set up a king- 
dom amongst men, which should be universal and enduring. 
This, in the dream, appeared as a stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, which brake all parts of the 
image in pieces, till like the chaff of the summer thresh- 


ing floor, the wind carried them away. This stone 
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increased, until it became itself a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth. This was the prophetic emblem of the 
kingdom of God, set up amongst men—that kingdom of 
which our text speaks. 

It is plain from the context, that this kingdom belongs to 
the Father; for we are taught to say, “Our Father, which 
art in Heaven—thy Kingdom come.” A kingdom is com- 
posed of an organized society, under one supreme ruler, 
and embraces in its structure, legislation, administration 
and retribution, including a systom of warfare anda system | 
of revenue. 

In this kingdom, of which we are speaking, God is the 
lawgiver, and his legislation is perfect. In human goy- 
ernments, legislation is necessarily defective, for want of 
wisdom in counsel, by reason of error in judgment; and 
even in their best enactments, they can only reach the 
external conduct of men. 

Not so in the legislation of God. His laws are wise, 
holy, just and good; and, although all comprehended in two 
precepts of love, yet, in the details and application to the 
subjects of the kingdom, his law is exceeding broad, ex- 
tending to the thoughts and intents of the heart, and to 
every idle word that men shall speak. There is nothing 
important in the kingdom of God, but what has been made 
the subject of legislative enactment. .The servants of 
God are not confidential agents, authorized to carry out 


some great plan by means and ways of their own devising. 
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But they are agents strictly instructed to do the will of 
their Sovereign in the way which he has prescribed; and 
it will be found, on a careful examination of his laws, that 
every part of the organization of his kingdom is complete. 

In the administration of this kingdom amongst men, 
there is a complete system of agencies and means. At 
the head of all these stands Messiah, the Prince of the 
kings of the earth. As it is written in the 2d, Psalm, 
«“T have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” This 
_ king is the only begotten Son of God, to whom the Father 
said, «Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre 
of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” 

Originally he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God. But when he came from heaven to earth, to ad- 
minister the kingdom of God, set up amongst men, he 
came to do the will of his Father who sent him. On the 
spiritual throne of David he shall reign, until all his faith. 
ful subjects shall be secured in heaven, and all enemies 
put under his feet. Then shall he deliver up this kingdom 
again to the Father, and God shall be all and in all. 

The next great and efficient agent in this administration, 
is the Holy Ghost. He makes a willing people, in the day 
of his power, to serve the King in the beauty of his holi- 
ness; and in this work he will continue, until the King 
shall be satisfied with the number and character of his 
subjects. The agency of the Holy Spirit is impalpable, 
but powerful. He quickens the dead, gives eyes to the 
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blind, causes the deaf to hear, and creates anew those that 
were totally depraved by sin. The effects of his opera- 
tions are known and certain; but the manner in which he 
performs his work, is to us incomprehensible. This is 
illustrated by the movement of the winds: they blow where 
they will,and we hear their sound, but cannot tell whence 
they come nor whither they go. ; 

There is, in the administration of this kingdom, another 
invisible agency employed; that is, the ministry of an- 
gels. They are actively engaged, though unseen by us, 
in ministering to those who shall be heirs of salvation. 
What succors they afford, or what evils they repel, we are 
incapable of knowing, but this we do know, that they en- 
camp around the dwellings of the just—convoy the depart- 
ing souls of saints to glory, and shall be actively employed, 
at the last great day, in separating the righteous from the 
wicked. 

The visible agents, in the administration of this king- 
dom, are men of like passions with others—called, quali- 
fied, and commissioned by the King, to do his will. These 
have been divided into two classes—an extraordinary and 
an ordinary ministry. Apostles and prophets, on whom 
were conferred miraculous powers and the gift of tongues, 
constituted an extraordinary ministry, which had no suc- 
cessors in the administration of this kingdom. The ordi- 
nary ministry has always been composed of faithful men, 


who were able alsoto teach others. These have been 
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called by different names, according to the work in which 
they were severally employed. Evangelists, pastors, teach- 
ers, bishops, elders and deacons, are names given to these 
official agents, who are appointed to administer the affairs 
of the kingdom of Christ. Several of these names belong 
to the same class of official servants—as, the terms pastor, 
bishop and elder, « that labor in the word and doctrine,” 
are allapplied to the same order of men. That class of 
agents which rule and do not labor in word and doctrine, 
are selected and ordained to aid the bishops in the adminis- 
tration of discipline, while deacons are appointed to receive 
and disburse the revenue of the kingdom. 

The system of means appointed in this administration, 
are outward and visible; and consist chiefly of the preach- 
ing of the word of God, the sacraments appointed under 
the dispensation of the gospel, and prayer. Under these 
are contained the instruction and government of families, 
and the exercise of discipline in the church, according to 
the rules prescribed by the Lawgiver. 

In the instruction and government of families, the 
same principle is recognized, which is admitted in hu- 
man governments—that, where parents are subjects of 
the government, their children are regarded as standing 
in the same relation. This fact has been declared by the 
King himself, when he said, «Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 


dom of heaven,” 
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Such an administration, carried out, involves a state of 
retribution, in which faithful subjects shall meet with 
reward, and those that are disobedient shall be punished. 
This implies, that though the King be infinitely excellent; 
the Legislation perfect; the work of the Holy Spirit com- 
plete, and the ministry of angels without fault; yet the 
government, so far as administered by men and a system 
of outward means, is greatly defective, and the whole vist- 
ble church justly compared to a mixture of wheat and 
tares. It follows of course, that the first scene of retribu- 
tion, which consists in the administration of discipline, 
may be defectively executed. The second stage of retri- 
bution is the personal judgment at death. «It is appointed 
unto all men once to die,and after this the judgment.” 
For every one must give account of himself to God. But 
the final retribution will take place after the resurrection, 
when the dead, small and great, shall stand before God. 
A complete separation having been effected, between the 
righteous and the wicked, the wicked shall be condemned 
to everlasting punishment, and the righteous exalted to 
life eternal. 

But now, my brethren, I must bring you back from the 
view of this grand assize, to consider the systems of war- 
fare and revenue, comprehended in the administration of 
the Kingdom of God. 

The enemies of this kingdom are numerous, subtle and 


powerful; at the head of which stands Beelzebub, the 


il 


prince of devils. Every subject, therefore, of Christ’s 
Kingdom, should be a citizen soldier, without distinction 
of nation or sex. As the kingdom js not of this world, the 
weapons of this warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, and 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of strong holds. 
In the magazine of grace, there are weapons for every 
soldier, both offensive and defensive. In the panoply pro- 
vided for the Christian warrior, there is no instrument 
found for the protection of the coward. When the gigan- 
tic champion of the Philistines shook the martial field with 
his mighty tread, and defied the armies of the living God, 
he was nevertheless a coward. He had clothed himself in 
a coat of mail, and provided a target between his shoul- 
ders—fearing that, with all his boasted prowess, he might 
turn his back upon his foe, and seek safety in flight. But 
the dastard, who, as a professed soldier in the host of God, 
turns his back upon the enemy, has no protecting target, 
and falls under the darts which he might have repelled, 
had he stood firm and presented the shield of faith. 
In promoting the interests and extending the influence 
of such a kingdom as we have described, a system of re- 
venue is indispensable. No administration can be carried 
on amongst men without means adapted to their wants. 
Before however revenues can be collected and disbursed, 
there are certain duties to be performed by all the sub- 
jects of the government. Every one is directed to select 


and follow some useful employment; and so minute is the 
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legislation on this point, as expressly to declare, that « He 
who will not work shall not eat.” It is enjoined upon the 
head of every family, to “ provide for his own, and espe- 
cially for them of his own house;” and if this duty be 
neglected, he is subjected to a worse condemnation than 
that of the infidel. 

It is proper here to state, that the kingdom of which our 
text speaks, is the visible church of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
composed of all those, throughout the world, who profess 
the true religion, with their children. This catholic, or 
universal church, is subdivided into particular churches, 
which usually take their names from their places of loca- 
tion. Each of these churches is bound, when not pre- 
vented by persecutions, to provide themselves with a con- 
venient and comfortable place of meeting for the public 
worship of God. 

When then, every member is engaged in a lawful em- 
ployment; every family provided for by its head, and every 
church accommodated with a decent house of God; it be- 
comes their duty to contribute of their substance, first, for 
the support of the Lord’s poor, that may be among them, 
and secondly, for the support of Pastors and Evangelists, 
who devote their time and talents to the work of the 
ministry. The Lord has ordained that « they who preach 
the gospel, should live of the gospel.” And this ordi- 
nance of God is sustained and illustrated as needful and 


reasonable, by a reference to the keeper of a vineyard, 
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who partakes of the vine cultivated by him—to the shep- 
herd, who feeds a flock, and eats of the milk of the flock— 
to the soldier, who goes not to war at his own charges, 
and to a former arrangement of God himself, in which they 
who ministered at the altar, partook of the things of the 
altar; and no Christian people can withhold their contri- 
butions for these important purposes, without resisting an 
ordinance of divine appointment. 

A neglect or refusal to discharge this duty, might be a 
proper subject of discipline. It is more usual, however, 
by the preaching of the word, to refer such delinquents to 
the personal account they are to give as stewards to the 
King, their Master. 

The time which each individual is to select, when he 
will lay aside that portion of his earthly substance, which 
he affords for the relief of the poor and the support of the 
ministry, is plainly stated to be on the first day of the 
week; and, as to the proportion of his worldly goods, thus 
contributed, it is to be “according as he purposeth in his 
heart, and as the Lord hath prospered him.” This shows 
that the contribution is to be wholly voluntary, as to the 
amount. Every one is bound to give something, but the 
amount is left to his own judgment. 

For the encouragement of every one it is said, « the Lord 
loveth the cheerful giver;” and, for the excitement of every 
mind to acts of noble liberality, it is announced, that 


“He that soweth sparingly, shall reap also sparingly; and 
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he that soweth bountifully, shall reap also bountifully.7 
As it is written, “There is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

Some may think we have affirmed too much, in saying 
that every one is bound to give. But let it be remembered, 
our affirmation is qualified by the scriptural phrase, “as the 
Lord hath prospered him.” Take the example of the poor 
widow, supported, at least in part, by the funds of the 
church. -When the deacons put into her hands the sum of 
five dollars, this is the way in which the Lord has pros- 
pered her. And has she nothing to return, as a thank- 
offering into the Lord’s treasury? Suppose she purpose ir: 
her heart to return, according to this prosperity, one per 
cent. The Lord has given her five dollars: will she not 
return to him five cents? And will not the King of Zion. 
smile upon her contribution, as he did upon the widow’s 
two mites, cast into the Lord’s treasury eighteen hundred. 
years ago? 

But others are in more favored cireumstances. By the 
blessing of God, their ingenuity and labor have been suc- 
cessful in securing them against penury. Their standard 
of liberality will therefore be proportionally high. I am 
persuaded, from the knowledge I have of those whom E 
now address, that few will confine themselves to one- 
or even fiye per cent. on their prosperity. But the 


purpose of their heart will be, as expressed by the Patri- 
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‘arch, when he stood at the foot of the ladder whose top 
reached to heaven, and addressed himself to the God of 
Bethel: “If thou wilt give me food to eat and raiment to 
wear, of all that thou givest me, I will give thee a tenth.” 
Should you, brethren, so purpose in your hearts, and 
piously execute your resolution, the revenue raised by this 
church will be sufficient, according to our numbers, 
to meet all the reasonable expectations of the friends of 
Zion. 

You perceive that the plan’ for raising a revenue, for 
the support of the Kingdom of Christ, is simple and plain. 
You purpose in your heart to give: you select and lay 
aside your contribution on the first day of the week. It 
is in readiness when called for. The deacons of the 
church, men of your own choosing, receive it. They are 
responsible for its proper application to the objects for 
which it is given—the support of the poor and the sup- 
port of the ministry, whether Pastors or Evangelists. 

The object to be accomplished is one of the grandest 
in human conception—the evangelizing of the whole 
world. The stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, is to fill the whole earth; and you, brethren, are 
called upon to be workers together with God; for the king- 
dom and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, is given to the Saints. 

I trust that you will recollect that our text is a prayer, 
which expressed the sincere desire of every Christian 


heart for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
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In this petition, « Thy kingdom come,” we pray that Sa- 
tan’s kingdom may be destroyed, and the kingdom of glory 
hastened. And is it not a reasonable expectation, that 
they who thus pray, will, to the extent of their ability, 
endeavor to accomplish the best desires of their own 
hearts? Hence it would appear scarcely needful to press 
this subject further than simply to stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance. 

The financial system of the gospel is adapted to the 
capacity of a child. But Oh, how different from the sys- 
tems devised by men! which are too often complicated, 
expensive and oppressive. That branch of the Christian 
church to which we belong, denominated Presbyterian, 
has, happily, as we believe, framed her constitution upon 
the gospel plan: and, in her form of jivcvonioniae has 
prescribed the ways and means of supporting the gospel at 
home and of sending it to all nations. 

All the officers of the church, from the Deacon to the 
Bishop; and all the judicatories of the church, from the 
Session to the General Assembly; and all the members of 
the church, from the poorest to the most opulent, ean har- 
moniously co-operate, in the benevolent designs of God, 
for the salvation of a. dying world. And such is the 
purity and fraternity of the whole system, that there is no 
one to lord it over God’s hesitage. . 

Yet, notwithstanding this complete system of organi- 


zation, modes of operation and agencies have been intro- 
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duced among us, as we believe, foreign from the simpli- 
city of the gospel. 

The Session of this Church have for many months 
taken this subject under serious and prayerful considera- 
tion. After much deliberation, they have come to the 
conclusion, that the system of agencies, now in opera- 
tion in the Presbyterian church, in relation to revenue, 
is incompatible with the gospel plan. And they have, 
I believe, a sincere desire that hereafter, the work 
should be accomplished by ourselves, and in the way that 
the Lord has directed. 

But whether you, as a people, will second their efforts, 
and aid them in accomplishing their wishes, remains yet 
to be seen. 

It is proper here to state briefly some of our objections 
to the system of agencies now in operation in the Pres- 
byterian church; and, that our objections may not be mis- 
understood, it is proper to state further, what you perhaps 
generally know, that the General Assembly have organ- 
ized four Boards; one of Domestic Missions, one of 
Foreign Missions, a Board of Education, and a Board of 
Publication. It is not to the organization of these Boards, 
for the accomplishment of the great work committed to 
the church, that we object. 

We consider that provision has for the present been 
made for the Board of Publication, by the Semi-centenary 


Contribution; and we look upon the other three Boards 
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as sister institutions, having but one grand object in view, 
the preaching of the gospel to every creature. In this 
view of the subject, we greatly rejoice, and will cheerfully 
co-operate in carrying out the benevolent designs of the 


supreme judicatory of our church. 
Nor do we object to the worthy brethren who are se- 


lected by these Boards, as their agents for collecting 
funds. But it is against the mode of these collections 
that our objections are offered. We believe that this 
mode is a departure from our own system, and has been 
engrafted upon us, by a congregational influence. We 
believe its operation prevents the officers and members of 
the church from doing the work which the Lord of the 
harvest has assigned them. We think those brethren who 
are acting as agents, able and talented men as they are, 
should be employed as Pastors or Evangelists; and we ob- 
ject, because the whole system is encumbered with a 
heavy and odious expense—the collectors of the revenue, 
necessarily consuming a large amount of the funds, con- 
tributed by the church for other objects. And we feel that 
in some instances this system has become oppressive. 
Some of the agents, not being satisfied with the voluntary 
contribntions of a congregation, have, after receiving it, 
gone from house to house, and pressed liberal minded 
men to give beyond their ability. And finally, we object, 
because the agents do not visit perhaps one fifth of our 


churches, confining their labors principally to populous 
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owns. If any thing therefore be done by more feeble 
ind obscure churches, it is accomplished by themselves 
ind their own officers, and not by the agents of the Board. 

If a feeble church can collect her reyenue and disburse 
her funds without seeing these agents, or obtaining their 
influence, we can do the same. By the grace of God, we 
are determined to make the experiment, and to shake off 
forever this unnatural incubus. 

Our plan is simple. The city is divided into five 
districts. 'To each of these a committee from the Deacon- 
ship is appointed to superintend this work. These com- 
_ mittees can subdivide their districts, and obtain the aid 
of male and female collectors, so that each member of the 
congregation can be visited. These visits are to be 
repeated once in each month, to receive your voluntary 
contributions, and to diffuse among you religious intel- 
ligence by the circulation of the Missionary Chronicle. 

Be not startled at the idea of monthly visits from your 
Christian friends. They expect both to labor and to give; 
and they call on you for your contributions, which you can 
easily have in readiness, by laying them up on the first 
day of the week. When a collector calls, do not frown, 
nor find fault, nor detain him; and, if you have nothing 
to give, at least treat him kindly. Remember that the 
church on earth should be delighted, in some measure to 
be like the tree of life, that flourishes in the midst of the 
Paradise of God, yielding her fruit every month, and her 


leaves are for the healing of the nation 
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This plan, if carried into successful operation, is 
designed to replenish the treasuries of our three Boards. 
Collections for the poor, for Sabbath Schools, and for some 
occasional purposes, will be taken up in the church as 
usual. 

At the request of the Session of this church, I have 
laid this plan before you; and it depends upon your own 
will whether it be successful or prove a failure. And 
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, praying him, that the love of Christ, by the 
Holy Spirit, may be shed abroad in your hearts, con- 
straining you to do that which is well pleasing in his 


sight. 


PREAMBLE. 


Knowine the embarrassed condition of the Missionary 
Boards, and, believing it results, not from the inability of 
the Church to sustain them, but for the want of a well 
regulated system for collecting her free-will offerings,— 
the Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, 
for the purpose of promoting her own and the varied 
interests of the Presbyterian Church at large, in domestic 
and foreign lands, adopted unanimously, (May 9th, 1842,) 


the following 
PLAN. 


Ist. To divide the city into five districts, and place each 
under the superintendence of two or more of the 
Deacons of the Church. 

2d. To register in books, to be kept for that purpose, the 
names of such members of the Church and Congre- 
gation in each district, as are willing to become con- 
tributors to the general fund for church extension. 

3d. No pledge will be required from any one for a spe- 
cific sum, monthly; but each is left to give when 
called upon as conscience and ability dictate : a record 
of which will be kept, but no exhibition thereof will 
be made, except to the superintendents and their 
associates. 

4th. The superintendents of the several districts may 
appoint such persons in the church as are willing to 
engage in the work, their assistants in making the 
monthly collections. 

5th. Such families in the congregation as do not now 
subscribe for the Missionary Chronicle, shall, if they 
so elect, be furnished with the successive numbers 


6th. 


7th. 


8th. 


9th 
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of that periodical without charge, when waited upon 
for their monthly contributions. 

The moneys thus collected, shall, at the close of each 
month, be paid by the collectors into the hands of the 
several superintendents. 

The Session shall appoint a Treasurer, to whom the 
superintendents shall pay the moneys thus received 
at the end of each month. 

The Treasurer shall make a quarterly report to the » 
Session. 

It shall be the duty of the superintendents of each 
district to see that every person, whose name shall 
have been enrolled, is caJled upon at the stated 
periods for his or her contribution. 


10th. Two hundred dollars shall be appropriated annu- 


ally to each of the three following Boards of the 
Presbyterian Church, viz.: the Foreign Missionary, 
Domestic Missionary, and Education. The surplus, 
if any, shall be equally divided bétween the two 
first mentioned, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Session. 


11th. If the foregoing plan be carried into successful 


operation, then the annual collections heretofore 
made in behalf of the three named Boards, shall be 
discontinued. The individual subscriptions, made to 
the Publication Board previously, may be paid accord- 
ing to the original terms until completed—after 
which, this Board to share equally with the others- 
The collections at the monthly concert to be discon- 
tinued, Collections for the poor, the sabbath schools, 
and expenses incident to the meetings of Churgh 
Judicatories to be made as heretofore. 


12th. Additions or amendments to this plan may be made 


at any regular meeting of the Session, by a vote of 
a majority of the members present, 


have 
f 


